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Hearing Voices
Isaiah 6:8
A Voice from Above
A. King Uzziah

a. It was the year 740 BC, the year that King Uzziah Died.
b. King Uzziah was no ordinary King, for among all the corrupt and sinful kings, Uzziah’s reign was accomplished mostly in faithfulness and obedience to God.

c. Uzziah became King at 16 years of age and reigned for 52 years over the kingdom of Judah.

d. This mighty king actually had two names according to 2 Kings 14:21:

i. Uzziah – YAHWEH his strength

ii. Azariah – YAHWEH his helper.

e. Judah prospered under his reign and became glorious in its existence.

f. Uzziah was a decorated war general and a brilliant administrator.

g. His later years ended in shame and humiliation due to his pride – he died as a leper.
B. Isaiah the Prophet
a. This was the only King Isaiah had ever known.
b. Uzziah was a hero and near idol to Isaiah

c. Yet this monarch died as any other man would die.

d. Isaiah 6:1records, “In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.”
e. Seven verses later the Lord asks a question, “Whom shall I send and who shall go for us?”
f. I am not sure this question was focused on Isaiah, but none the less Isaiah volunteered.
g. Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
h. This was the commissioning of Isaiah to go to a people lost in sin.

i. This was the commissioning of Isaiah to go and tell a lost people how to come back to the Lord their God.
C. Do you hear the voice from above calling out?
D. Do you hear the voice from above wanting to know who will go for Us?

E. There is a world of sinful lost people who need to be shown how to come back to the Lord.
A Voice from Below
A. The rich Man
a. Jesus tells the story about two men in Luke 16.

b. The first person He mentions is a rich man.

c. Jesus described this rich man:

i. He dressed in purple -  a sign of wealth
ii. He wore fine linen which were underclothes

iii. He lived in splendor everyday – what we would call “in the lap of luxury.”

B. The Poor Man

a. The second person Jesus mentions was a poor man named Lazurus.

b. Lazarus was laid at the rich man’s gate, obviously not allowed to go in.

c. Lazarus was in poor health for Jesus said that he was covered with oozing sores that the dogs would come and lick.

d. Lazarus was also hungry and long only for the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table.

C. The aftermath

a. The poor man died and went to the bosom of Abraham or to the side of Abraham.

b. The rich man died, and Jesus said he was buried.

c. Verse 23 says the rich man was in Hades, he could see, and he could feel for he was in torment.

d. Verse 24 says he could talk for he cried out to Abraham for just a bit of cool water. 

e. Verse 25 says that the rich man could hear, for Abraham explained the terrible plight of his condition.
f. Verse 26 reveals that there is no way to move from one place to another in the afterlife – at death our eternity is sealed.

g. Verses 27-31 tell us that the rich man begs father Abraham to send Lazarus back to warn his father’s household about the Hades and the agony he was suffering.
h. Abraham assures the rich man that they have Moses and the Prophets and that is enough.

i. The rich man says no, but that if someone will rise from the dead then they will repent.

j. Abraham once again disagrees and affirms that Moses and the Prophets are enough.

k. “Incidentally, later Jesus would raise a man from the dead named Lazarus and the religious crowd did not repent, but plotted how they could kill both Jesus and Lazarus.

D. The lost people who have died and gone to hell still call out for someone to warn their families to repent.

E. Do you hear the voices of those in Hades calling out to you to warn their families?

A Voice from Outside
A. Paul’s second missionary journey.
a.  Included Asia Minor and Europe, and was estimated to be 3,050 miles took 100 days and would have cost 314 denarii per person. http://www.openbible.info/blog/2012/07/calculating-the-time-and-cost-of-pauls-missionary-journeys/
b. Luke 16:8 is the place where Paul finds himself roughly half way through his second missionary journey.
c. The Holy Spirit had prevented Paul and his fellow workers from entering Asia and Bythinia thus they found themselves in Troas.

d. It was in Troas that Paul received a vision at night of a man in Macedonia.

e. The Bible says He, “..was standing and appealing to him, and saying, “come over to Macedonia and help us.” Acts 16:9
B. All around us

a. You may or may not have had a vision of someone pleading for you to help them, but there are lost people all around us calling for us to help them.

b. These people do not plead with us with their mouths, but with their hearts.

c. Their mouths will request help with this or that project or need, or this remark about how much this or that costs.

d. Do not listen to their mouths, listen to their hearts. 

e. You must listen to their hearts cry which says, please help me, I am lost and need saving.

C. Do you hear those on the outside calling you to tell them about the Good News?
A Voice from Inside

A. One last example from the Apostle Paul shows us that not only are there voices from above, voices from below and voices from outside, but there is a voice from the inside. 

B. 1 Corinthians 9:16  “…I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.”
a. Compulsion – : a very strong desire to do something: the act of using force or pressure to make someone do something: the state of being forced to do something 2. an irresistible persistent impulse to perform an act.

b. Some learn better by example -  “I gave in to one of my compulsions and ordered the chocolate dessert.”
C. Obviously this example has to do with me and you the individual.

D. This is not a voice coming from anywhere except from the inside  - a voice placed in all of us to some degree the moment we were saved. 

E. Some hear will argue, “Pastor, I am not Paul the apostle.”

F. I would respond, “I am not either, but I would tell you that we have all been called to give verbal witness to the work of God’s saving grace.”
G. To be a Christian is to be a witness to grace of God in our lives, and I believe the Holy Spirit is the one that prompts us to tell our story to others. 

H. Again, there will be those that will respond if we will be obedient to share.

I. Do you here the inner voice beckoning you to share your story?

Here Is What God Wants You To Do:

1. Listen for the voice above crying out, “Whom shall I send and who shall go for us?”

2. Listen for the voice below crying out, “Who will go to my household and warn them about Hades and the agony of this flame?”
3. Listen for the voice outside crying out, “Come over here and help us, tell us about the good news of Jesus Christ.”
4. Listen for the voice inside, the Holy Spirit is calling you to witness your story.
