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God Owns TIme

Psalm 90:1-12
     Imagine there is a bank that deposits $86,400 into your account every single morning. Imagine that no matter what is left over that night… the balance goes back to $0, but every morning another $86,400 shows up. It is “use it or loose it.” What would you do? Draw out every cent… every single day of course!
     Each of us has such a bank. Its name is TIME. Every morning, we are credited with 86,400 seconds. We don’t get a single second more… and any second we don’t use wisely… is lost forever. Time carries over no balance. It allows no overdraft. It doesn’t allow for any “rollover minutes.” You can’t keep time in a bottle. There is no going back. There is no drawing against the "tomorrow.” You must live in the present on today’s deposits. The clock is running. Make the most of today.
A Timeless God   vs. 4 “For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it passes by,…”
A. The Best Example

a. In studying the life of Jesus’:

i. He was doing the most important job in history (redeeming the world).

ii. He knew He only had a few years to do it.

iii. He never ran nor seemed to be in a hurry. 
iv. He made time to consider the flowers and the birds of the air. 
v. He had time to put his hands on the little children and bless them. 
vi. Time was His friend.

b. Jesus made time for the Father
Then he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone. Matthew 14:22-23
B. The God Dimension
a. Examples: 
i. God Stops the Sun (Our tracking of time is based on the solar-lunar calendar which is of no affect with God)
Is it not written in the book of Jashar? And the sun stopped in the middle of the sky and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. Joshua 10:13
ii. The Death of Lazarus (Martha Complains of God’s Timing)
Martha therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him, but Mary stayed at the house. Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. John 11:20-21
iii. The Delayed Return (Peter explains the wait of Christ’s return)
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 2 Peter 3:9-10
b. God is never late, nor does He arrive early – He accomplishes all in His perfect timing. 
c. Enmesh yourself with God, draw close to Him and He will direct your paths making the most of your time, for He owns time.
A Limited Stretch vs. 9 We have finished our years like a [j]sigh.
A. Time management 
a. Everyone together with me, take a deep breath and then let out a sigh.

b. This is how the Psalmist expresses the length of life in comparison to the eternity of God.
c. We have a very limited stretch of days and years.

d. “Time management is a misleading concept. You can’t really manage time. You can’t delay it, speed it up, save it or lose it. No matter what you do time keeps moving forward at the same rate. The challenge is not to manage time, but to manage ourselves.” Stephen Covey,  Seven Habits of Highly Effective People
e. Paul the Apostle said the same thing, but a different way, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:14- 15)
f. Jesus spoke of the urgency of ours and His work, “We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work.” John 9:4
g. Jesus knew His night was coming and those of us here today know that night is coming.

h. The death rate is extremely consistent – always one per person.

i. Again, we do not manage time – we must learn to manage ourselves using the time we have carefully not wastefully.
B. Time Mismanagement
a.  “Cats in the Cradle” Harry Chapin

b. Number 1 Song in 1974
Verse 1

 “My child arrived just the other day.
He came to the world in the usual way.
But there were planes to catch and bills to pay. He learned to walk while I was away.
He was talking before I knew it, and as he grew He said, “I’m going to be like you, Dad. You know I’m going to be like you.” 


Verse 2

My son turned ten just the other day.
He said, “Thanks for the ball, now come on let’s play. Can you teach me to throw?” I said, “Not today,
I’ve got a lot to do.” He said, “That’s OK.”
And he walked away and he smiled and he said “You know I’m going to be like you, Dad, You know I’m going to be like you.”


Verse 4
I’ve long since retired and my son’s moved away. I called him up just the other day.
I said, “I’d like to see you, if you don’t mind.”
He said, “I’d love to, Dad, if I could find the time. You see, my new job’s a hassle and the kids have the flu, But it’s sure nice talking to you, Dad. It’s been real nice talking to you.” 
Refrain

And as I hung up the phone it occurred to me, He’d grown up just like me. My boy was just like me. 



c. The Rest of the Story:

Harry Chapin’s wife, Sandy, actually wrote the words to that song after their son Josh was born. It became a self-fulfilling prophecy. When their son was 7, Harry was performing 200 concerts a year, and Sandy asked him when he was going to take some time to be with his son. Harry promised to make some time at the end of the summer. He never made it. That summer, a truck hit Harry’s Volkswagen bug and he was killed.

A Valuable Commodity vs12 “So teach us to number our days,…”
A. Proper Appraising
a. Most of the valuables we have we keep a careful record of – we number them.

b. Most everyone here knows about how much money you have and where it is located.

c. This goes for any other valuables as well: our homes, jewels, precious metal, etc…

d. Have you ever heard the expression, “time is money?” It’s not true.
e. Time is much more valuable than money. 
f. It may be hard to make more money, but it can be done. 
g. But it is totally impossible to make more time. 
h. Benjamin Franklin said, “Do not squander time, for it is the stuff life is made of.”
i. I like how A.W. Tozer spoke of the value of time, he wrote,

“Time is a resource that is nonrenewable and nontransferable. You cannot store it, slow it up, hold it up, divide it up or give it up. You can’t hoard it up or save it for a rainy day–when it’s lost it’s unrecoverable. When you kill time, remember that it has no resurrection.”
B. Proper Investment
a. We hope to make good investments with our valuables so we have good returns.
b. Time must be invested for good returns. 
c. To invest properly one must prioritize properly and here is where the rub starts.

d. All too often we desire maximum return on a small investment and in so doing time becomes tyranny and not a friend.

e. We then begin to live life at a break neck pace with no margins – here is what “marginless” looks like:

f. “Marginless” is being 30 minutes late to the doctor’s office because you were 20 minutes late getting out of the hairdresser because you were 10 minutes late dropping the children off at school because something unexpected came up and ruined your perfectly timed out plan.
g. Example: One of the biggest stressors, when I was driving a truck and delivering, was the lack of built in margins – especially on Tuesdays when I went to Huntsville, AL. There were too many deliveries and too many miles to cover in one day. One traffic jam, one mechanical issue, one wait at a loading dock and bam the rest of the schedule was Helter Skelter.  You need more margins in your schedule!
h. Dr. Archibald D. Hart wrote in his book, The Anxiety Cure, “Your mind and body were designed for camel speed. Your life is moving at the speed of a Cheetah. No wonder you’re having anxiety attacks.”

i. Pastor Jerry Shirley says it this way,

Margin is breathing room. It’s keeping a little reserve that you’re not using up. It’s not going from one meeting to the next to the next with no space in between.  Margin is the space between your load and your limit. Hopefully your load is not heavier than your limits. But the truth is that most of us are far more overloaded than we can handle, and there is no margin for error in our lives.  That’s marginless. A good plan leaves some margin…room for error!
j. How and where you prioritize your time tells the value you place on people and God.

k. Of 168 hours a week, how much do you give to your family and dedicate to serving the Lord?

l. Example: Several years ago, Ken Griffey, Jr. was invited to the “Players Choice Awards” where he was to be awarded the player of the decade award. That’s a big deal…on national television. He beat out players like Barry Bonds and Mark McGwire. But when he found out when the award was to be given, he declined to attend. He had something more important to do. His five-year-old son, Trey, was playing in his first baseball game, and Ken wasn’t going to miss it. Good for him!

Actions Steps For Redeeming your Time
1. Enmesh yourself with God, draw close to Him and He will direct your paths making the most of your time, for He owns time.

2. Time management is a misleading concept. You can’t really manage time. You can’t delay it, speed it up, save it or lose it. No matter what you do time keeps moving forward at the same rate. The challenge is not to manage time, but to manage ourselves.
3. Of 168 hours a week, how much do you give to your family and dedicate to serving the Lord?

